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Ch. 10 Persecution in the Third Century 

Persecution under Septimius Severus 

Sol Invictus 

Perpetua and Felicitas 

Under Decius 

Decius’ decree 

“confessor” 

The Question of the Lapsed: Cyprian and Novatian 

Cyprian 

Synod 

Cyprian’s understanding of the church 

Novatian 

Purity or forgiving love 

Penitential System 

Ch. 11 Christian Life 

The Social Origins of Early Christians 

Social makeup of the early church 

Apocryphal Gospels 

Common Christians and the empire 

Christian Worship 

Main purpose of worship service 

Communion Service 

Two main parts of the communion service 

Catacombs 

The reason for the fragmentum 

Events of Easter service 

Baptism 

Catechumenate 

Didache 

The Organization of the Church 

Bishop, Presbyter, Deacon 

Role of Widows 

Missionary Methods 

Context of evangelism 

Gregory Thaumaturgus 

The Beginnings of Christian Art 

Use and content of earliest Christian art 
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Ch. 12 The Great Persecution and the Final Victory 

Diocletian 

Galerius 

Eusebius of Caesarea 

Cause of the outbreak of persecution 

Constantine 

Edict of Galerius 

Labarum 

Battle of Milvian Bridge 

Edict of Milan 

 


